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ÅLetôs Connect, Communicate and Collaborate

It Takes You to Make the Thing Go Right,

It Takes You to Make it Out of Sight

ÅFamilies/Family Providers

ÅEducation Providers

ÅMental Health Providers

ÅOJJ Providers

ÅSocial Service Providers

ÅAnyone Else
Å https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phOW-CZJWT0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phOW-CZJWT0
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Judge George F. BasonHistory of PRC 29 Funding

Å Po!Pdupcfs!6-!2:8:-!uif!qmbjoujggtĕ!buupsofzt!gjmfe!b!
complaint against the state of NC . This lawsuit was 
an opportunity to create a community based care for 
high-risk and hard to manage children and 
adolescents with serious emotional disorders (SED).

Å Wake County Chief District Judge George F. Bason, 
called a news conference in 1979 and blasted state 
leaders for failing to provide for these children like 
Willie.

Å Bason encouraged the lawyers representing these 
children to sue the state. 

"The state of North 
Carolina is entering a 
multimillion-dollar building 
program for a veterinary 
school to treat your cat for 
mange, but your severely 
mentally ill child must go 
xjuipvu!usfbunfou/Ę



Willie M. v. Gov. James B. Hunt
Å In this complaint, they defined the class 
pg!qmbjoujggt!bt!ėOpsui!Dbspmjob!djuj{fot!
under the age of eighteen who:

A.  now or will in the future suffer from 
serious emotional, mental or 
neurological handicaps, 

Å B. which handicaps have been 
accompanied by behavior which is 
characterized as violent or assaultive;

C. are or will be in the future, 
involuntarily institutionalized or 
otherwise placed in residential 
programs; 

D. for whom the Defendants have not 
provided appropriate treatment and 
educational programs.

Å A state certification panel in Raleigh had 
been created to review psychological 
test results and  an 11-page application 
on each child.

Å Although many youth met this criteria 
only four were named as plaintiffs (Willie 
was the first). 



Class Action Lawsuit

Å The NC HR Dept avoided a trial 
and agreed to the complaints 
and demands of the lawsuit.

Å As result, the Willie M. program 
became the first in the state and 
amongst the first in the country, 
to provide a treatment program 
for severely aggressive youth 
with serious emotional 
disorders. 



Willie M. 
v. 

Gov. James B. Hunt

Å The programs were both successful and 
expensive. The court required provision of 
services regardless of cost.

Å As cost went up for the program other mental 
health system either declined or were not 
increased accordingly. 

Å After the class action lawsuit was resolved in 
2000, along with its mandates, funding for the 
Willie M. Program was reduced and realigned 
within the division of MH/DD/SAS.

Due to these positive 
behavior changes , 
youth served in the 
Willie M. program 
attended school 
more often and had 
fewer arrest.



Why Positive Climates?


